
EARLY RELEASE DAYS:  11:00AM-12:15PM

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  
J A N U A R Y  0 8 ,  2 0 2 6

MARYVALE PREPARATORY ACADEMY
A  G R E A T  H E A R T S  A C A D E M Y

www.maryvaleprep.org

8:00AM-3:15PM
FULL DAYS:

8:00AM-12:45PM
HALF DAYS:

GATE CLOSURE TIMES:
FULL DAYS: 1:00PM-2:30PM                 

A r c h w a y  O f f i c e  P h o n e  N u m b e r :   
6 2 3 - 2 4 7 - 6 0 9 5  

R e p o r t  a n  a b s e n c e  a t :  
a t t e n d a n c e @ m a r y v a l e p r e p . o r g

PREP (7th-12th Grade)

8:00AM-3:00PM
FULL DAYS:

8:00AM-1:00PM
HALF DAYS:

P r e p  O f f i c e  P h o n e  N u m b e r :    
6 2 3 - 2 4 7 - 6 0 9 5  O p t i o n  2
R e p o r t  a n  a b s e n c e  a t :
prep.attendance@maryvaleprep.org

MARYVALE PREPARATORY ACADEMY SCHOOL HOURS/INFO

O F F I C E  H O U R S :
FULL DAYS: HALF DAYS:
7:00AM-4:00PM 7:00AM-1:30PM

ARCHWAY (K-6  Grade)th

KEY DATES
No  Scho o l -  C i v i l  R i g h t s  Day

January 19
 

Archway  Ga l i l e o  Benchmark  
January 9- January 23

PREP Ga l i l e o  Benchmark  
January 21

Archway  Ex t ra cu r r i c u l a r  C l u b s  Beg i n   
January 26

1 00  Day  o f  Sch o o lt h

January 27

Cof f e e  w i t h  Coun s e l o r s
January 30

 
ERD

February 4 and February 6

https://www.instagram.com/maryvaleprep/
https://www.facebook.com/maryvaleprep/
https://twitter.com/GreatHeartsAcad
https://www.youtube.com/c/GreatHeartsAcademies/videos
https://maryvaleprep.greatheartsamerica.org/


PREP  AND ARCHWAY NEWS

JANUARY LUNCH MENUS

BREAKFAST MENU 1ST-8TH LUNCH MENU

KINDER LUNCH MENU 9TH-12TH LUNCH MENU
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G R E A T  H E A R T S  E V E N T  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F10C0F49A8AB2EA1FDCE9-61441247-zumba&data=05%7C02%7CMSanteyan%40maryvaleprep.org%7Cb20032f88326416531cf08de4bd5797a%7C1a24b969e6cc431b8640141e64521d12%7C1%7C0%7C639031577395189652%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nlAnGydNG4jECSm%2Bazp1g%2BZEAyn9taAP4TpADChZIKM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcareers.greatheartsamerica.org%2Fazhiringevents%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMSanteyan%40maryvaleprep.org%7Cb8920ff834684b35873208de4ed1b151%7C1a24b969e6cc431b8640141e64521d12%7C1%7C0%7C639034859776122837%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J8hZuAvQaF7bkLHMQilsFRsg9n8H19vmm8v9HLD9KKE%3D&reserved=0
https://maryvaleprep.greatheartsamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2026/01/Breakfast-.pdf
https://maryvaleprep.greatheartsamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2026/01/1-8-Lunch.pdf
https://maryvaleprep.greatheartsamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2026/01/Kinder-Lunch.pdf
https://maryvaleprep.greatheartsamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2026/01/9-12-Lunch.pdf


ARCHWAY NEWS KINDER-  6TH  GRADE

 Hello Archway Families,  
 
Welcome back! I hope you all had a restful and joy-filled break. We are excited for a strong start to Semester 2.
This semester comes with much to look forward to and much to bring focus towards. Soon we will begin field
trip season, which is a fantastic opportunity to take our theme of wonder to the next level. From trips to the
farm, the science museum, and more, our students have the opportunity to take their curiosity beyond our
classroom walls. In April, our 3rd through 6th graders will take their AASA state assessment. We will have other
fun celebrations and milestones, such as our 100th day of school, Literary Figures Day, our Spring Fiesta, and
more.  
 
As we embrace these joyful experiences, we will also lean into the work that deepens learning and continue to
embrace our thematic goal. We will continue to invite our students to ask questions, explore, and imagine with
wonder; we will teach them to persevere, think carefully, and rise to meaningful challenge through rigorous
engagement. We are grateful for your partnership as we guide students through a semester that balances
curiosity with discipline, joy with purpose, and exploration with excellence.  

A MESSAGE FROM ARCHWAY HEADMASTER DR. CRUZ

Our next Family Partnership Night will take
place on February 11th. Please save the date
and plan to attend. More information coming
soon.  

F A M I L Y  P A R T N E R S H I P  N I G H T - S A V E  T H E  D A T E  

Please save the date for our K-2 concert to take place on
February, 25th .  Students will  wear black bottoms, black shoes,
and white tops.  Additional details  forthcoming.  

K - 2  S P R I N G  C O N C E R T - S A V E  T H E  D A T E   

G A L I L E O  A S S E S S M E N T S   

From January 9-23 our 2nd through 5th grade students will be taking their ELA and

Math Galileo Benchmarks. Please review their classroom/grade level newsletters

for exact dates and times and be sure to plan ahead so that they are in attendance

and well rested.  



ARCHWAY NEWS KINDER-  6TH  GRADE

100TH DAY OF SCHOOL  

January 27th is our 100th Day of School and we are excited to celebrate 100 days of growth and
wisdom. Your Archway child may dress up like an old person if they wish to represent the 100th day
of school. Students may either wear their uniform or special dress. 

ALLOWED 
Trousers, appropriate length dresses or skirts, non-ripped jeans, hard soled
slippers with socks, any sneakers, robes, accessories (walkers, canes, glasses,
bonnets, suspenders, hats). 
NOT ALLOWED  
Pop culture images or words on clothing, hoodies, shorts, tank tops, Crocs,
sandals, 

Our Lost and Found is overloaded. Please take time
to stop outside of the main office before and after
school to look for lost items. PSO will  remove all
items right before break and donate.  

SEMESTER 2 EXTRACURRICULAR CLUBS  

Our next round of extracurricular clubs will  begin on  Monday, January 26 and end Friday,
April  24.  Sign-ups on Configio will  begin on Wednesday, January 14 

Thank you to those of you who attended a conference if you were invited. These conferences as
noted were to discuss deficiencies and to provide resources and next steps to close gaps. In some
cases, the possibility of retention versus promotion to the next grade level were discussed. If you did
not make your conference, your child's teacher will send home the notice about possible retention
and you are encouraged to review their grades on the portal (for 3-6 students) and to reach out as
needed to teachers.  

S E M E S T E R  2  C O N F E R E N C E S   



Hello Maryvale Prep Families, 

I  am so happy to welcome our students back to campus for Semester 2! This semester is 
filled with many exciting opportunities, including Spring Fiesta, grade-level field trips, the
 Senior Trip to Washington DC, Winter and Spring Spirit Weeks, College and Career Day, Fine Arts
Day, State Testing, Prom, 8th Grade Promotion, and 12th Grade Commencement to name a few!  
 
As we begin the new semester, I  encourage you to take a few moments to review the Policies page
of this newsletter as a helpful refresher. Report cards are now available in the Parent Portal;  please
take time to review them with your student and discuss goals, needed adjustments, and plans for
continued success. Teachers are always happy to partner with you if  you have questions or would
like additional insight. 
 
I  am grateful for the trust you place in us and are privileged to walk alongside your child in their
academic journey. The faculty and staff all  look forward to partnering with you for a strong, joyful,
and successful Semester 2. Happy New Year!  

PREP  NEWS 7TH GRADE -  12TH GRADE

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  H E A D M A S T E R  M E R C A D O

V I R T U E  O F  T H E  M O N T H  
J a n u a r y   i s  C o u r a g e  M o n t h  i n  o u r  c a l e n d a r  o f  V i r t u e s .   C o u r a g e  i s  t h e

v i r t u e  o f  s h o w i n g  s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  f e a r  o r  d i f f i c u l t y .   T h i s  m o n t h ,
w e  w i l l  t a l k  a b o u t  h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e s  w h o  e x e m p l i f i e d  m o r a l  c o u r a g e .
H e r e  i s  o u r  f i r s t  h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e  w e  w i l l  b e  h i g h l i g h t i n g :  D r .  M a r t i n

L u t h e r  K i n g  J r .   
D u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  M o v e m e n t ,  D r .  K i n g  c h o s e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  p a t h  o f

n o n v i o l e n t  r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  u n j u s t  l a w s ,  h a t r e d ,  a n d  v i o l e n c e .
H e  e n d u r e d  i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  c o n s t a n t  t h r e a t s ,  a n d  p h y s i c a l  d a n g e r ,  y e t

r e f u s e d  t o  r e s p o n d  w i t h  a n g e r  o r  r e v e n g e .  W h i l e  j a i l e d  i n  B i r m i n g h a m ,
A l a b a m a ,  h e  w r o t e   L e t t e r  f r o m  B i r m i n g h a m  J a i l ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  i n j u s t i c e

m u s t  b e  c o n f r o n t e d  d i r e c t l y  a n d  t h a t  w a i t i n g  f o r  c h a n g e  o f t e n  m e a n s
a l l o w i n g  i n j u s t i c e  t o  c o n t i n u e .  D r .  K i n g ’ s  c o u r a g e  w a s  r o o t e d  i n  h i s  d e e p

C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  a n d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  e v e r y  p e r s o n  i s  m a d e  i n  t h e  i m a g e  o f
G o d .  H e  s p o k e  b o l d l y  a g a i n s t  s e g r e g a t i o n  e v e n  w h e n  m a n y  u r g e d  h i m  t o

r e m a i n  s i l e n t  o r  m o d e r a t e  h i s  m e s s a g e .  R a t h e r  t h a n  s e e k i n g  p e r s o n a l
s a f e t y  o r  p o p u l a r i t y ,  h e  a c c e p t e d  p e r s o n a l  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f

j u s t i c e  a n d  p e a c e .  D r .  K i n g  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  c o u r a g e o u s  a c t i o n  g u i d e d  b y
l o v e  c o u l d  t r a n s f o r m  b o t h  o p p r e s s o r s  a n d  t h e  o p p r e s s e d .  H i s  l e a d e r s h i p

h e l p e d  b r i n g  a b o u t  l a s t i n g  c h a n g e  t h r o u g h  t h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  A c t  a n d
V o t i n g  R i g h t s  A c t .  D r .  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g  J r . ’ s  l i f e  r e m i n d s  u s  t h a t  t r u e
c o u r a g e  i s  n o t  d r i v e n  b y  h a t r e d  o r  f e a r ,  b u t  b y  a  s t e a d f a s t  c o m m i t m e n t

t o  t r u t h ,  j u s t i c e ,  a n d  l o v e .    



Galileo testing is  quickly approaching! The Gali leo assessment is  a valuable tool  that helps us
understand your scholars'  progress and make informed decisions to support their  academic
growth. 

Here are some essential  details  and tips to help your child prepare for the upcoming Gali leo
Testing:
 
Testing Dates: 
·Gali leo Testing will  take place on Wednesday, January 21 .   

Test Preparation: 
·Encourage your scholar to review class notes and materials to reinforce their  learning.  
·Ensure they have a quiet and well- l it  space for studying and homework.  
·Be supportive and provide a positive environment for their  preparation.  
 
Test-Day Essentials:  
·On test days,  please ensure that your scholar arrives at school on time. 
·Make sure they get a good night's sleep and have a nutrit ious breakfast.  

Stay Informed: 
I f  you have any questions or need additional information regarding the 
Gali leo Testing,  please do not hesitate to reach out to me at 
smiano@maryvaleprep.org

PREP  NEWS 7TH GRADE -  12TH GRADE

G A L I L E O  T E S T I N G

Mrs. Mendez is the Director of Operation and Campus Safety Coordinator here at 
Maryvale Prep. 
Mrs. Mendez was born in Atlanta, GA and spent most of her childhood years in Massachusetts,
just north of Boston. She met and married her husband of 20 years in northern California and
has 3 teenage daughters. 
 Mrs. Mendez specializes in Relationship Building. She has held many roles throughout her
career, Logistics Coordinator, Operations, Design, Concierge and Customer Service, Last Mile
Delivery, Interior Design and Decorating, and Ambassador. As a seasoned military spouse, she
has travelled extensively. She has a true passion for culture, diversity, and the beautiful planet
we live on. Relationships have fueled everything that has been successful in her life and
career. Design, Faith, Family, Friends, Hospitality, and Hope have been the purpose of her
never-ending quest for learning and have fostered an ever-expanding worldview. 
 This new chapter in her story has brought renewed joy and excitement each morning as she
welcomes our scholars to campus. Mrs. Mendez believes that the people you surround yourself
with are the keys to your success. “I am grateful to be here among all of you; to grow and be a
part of the great things Maryvale Prep Students are accomplishing.”

S T A F F  H I G H L I G H T  

mailto:smiano@maryvaleprep.org


See Mrs. Ayala for details or send an email to 
gayala@maryvaleprep.org  

PREP  NEWS 7TH GRADE -  12TH GRADE

12  Grade It's Time to Order Your Caps and
Gowns!  Jostens - Home Page

t h

C O L L E G E  C O U N S E L O R  

ASU Journalism Workshop- Reach out to Mrs.
Ayala by 1/16 to be added to the interest list.
(click here)

H O M E W O R K  D E F I C I E N C Y
N O T I C E

H o m e w o r k  D e f i c i e n c y  N o t i c e s  w i l l  n o
l o n g e r  b e  s e n t  o u t  a s  o f  M o n d a y ,
J a n u a r y  5 .  A l l  P r e p  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  h a v e
a c c e s s e s  t o  t h e i r  g r a d e s  v i a  t h e  P a r e n t
P o r t a l  w h i c h  c a n  b e  a c c e s s e d  o n  a  p h o n e
o r  c o m p u t e r .  P l e a s e  e n s u r e  y o u  a n d  y o u r
s t u d e n t  a r e  c h e c k i n g  t h e  P a r e n t  P o r t a l
o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s  a n d  r e a c h i n g  o u t  t o
y o u r  s t u d e n t ' s  t e a c h e r  w i t h  a n y
q u e s t i o n s .  T h e  P a r e n t  P o r t a l  a l l o w s  y o u
t o  s e e  a l l  m i s s i n g  a s s i g n m e n t s ,
h o m e w o r k ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  a n d
t e s t / q u i z z e s  g r a d e s  a n d  a n y  c o m m e n t s
t e a c h e r s  h a v e  m a d e .  T h e  g r a d e b o o k s  a r e
u p d a t e d  b y  M o n d a y  m o r n i n g  a t  8 : 0 0
a . m .  M i d - q u a r t e r ,  Q u a r t e r ,  a n d  S e m e s t e r
r e p o r t s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  g o  o u t  e a c h
q u a r t e r .  P l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  t h e  F r o n t
O f f i c e  i f  y o u  n e e d  h e l p  a c c e s s i n g  y o u r
P a r e n t  P o r t a l  a c c o u n t .   

Approved Campus Outerwear:
 Students may wear a school pullover or
athletic jacket with the official school
crest or approved emblem at all times
during the school day.

Non-Academy Outerwear:
 Jackets or coats without the school
crest may be worn before and after
school, outdoors only. These must be
free of pop culture references, political
messages, or any inappropriate
language or images.
 Non-zip-up hoodies are not permitted
to be worn at any time during the school
day, including drop-off and pick-up.

We appreciate your help in keeping our
students focused and in uniform. Thank you
for your continued support!

OUTERWEAR POLICY 
As the weather begins to cool, we’d like to
remind families of our outerwear policy to
ensure all students remain in compliance with
the school dress code:

Apply for the Aspiring Youth Teen Entrepreneurs
Camp Spring Break Camp by 1/29 (Click Here)

Coffee with Counselor 1/30

9  Grade ASU Field Trip  2/3th

mailto:gayala@maryvaleprep.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jostens.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMSanteyan%40maryvaleprep.org%7C88e653773f5b46e7856c08de126ada10%7C1a24b969e6cc431b8640141e64521d12%7C1%7C0%7C638968447290231544%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Os%2FQYhf5wx0SFKfl59QrVKznzEN3k5X7fuuUbJVZ0Fg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.azlatinomedia.org/events
https://www.azlatinomedia.org/events
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faspiringyouth.org%2Fspring-break-camp%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMSanteyan%40maryvaleprep.org%7C5faf80a1ba3142dd5b1008de4ec9b7b0%7C1a24b969e6cc431b8640141e64521d12%7C1%7C0%7C639034825430349358%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n9IwpoBGKKAWFuBRWBC7K%2FDpyVT2wEc%2FPBkZAlKHpkk%3D&reserved=0



