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A Message from Headmaster Cruz

It is so hard to believe that the end of this week marks the middle of first quarter. We have had lofty goals as
we begun the school year. 

Given our thematic goals for the school year to achieve student growth faster, the middle of the quarter gives
all of us opportunities to reflect on where we are and what next steps we can take at school and at home to
push that growth further. 

Across the four weeks we have spent a lot of time collecting data and identifying where students are
individually to determine what plans we push forward to ensure their academic progress. On campus we
follow a multi-tiered student approach to address their needs and ensure early and ongoing intervention. You
will begin receiving communication if your child is receiving intervention supports with that, we invite you to
always reach out for additional at home resources and ideas to support their goals. 

One upcoming piece of information will come by way of K-2 deficiency notices 
and 3-6 mid quarter reports. Please note that these notices and reports are just one 
piece of information, so we always invite you to engage with us further as we look to 
all of the ways that help us achieve growth faster for each student.

Thank you for coming alongside us in these ways and more!



A student that is absent more than ten percent (18 days) of the
required number of school days per year is considered to have
"excessive absences" whether the absence is excused or unexcused. 

This year, we are introducing CUTS LITE Service (Court Unified
Truancy Suppression Limited Intervention To Educate). We will
follow the following timeline: 

- 5 Absences: You will receive the 1st warning letter                                 -
CUTS Lite Conference
- 9-11 Absences: 2nd warning letter                                                                 -
CUTS Hearing
- Parent Conference/School Intervention                           

CLICK
 

TO REVIEW OUR 
TRUANCY LETTER

EARLY STUDENT PICK UP
Students who need to be picked up early for appointments must be
picked up in the main office no later than 2:45pm on full days and
12:30pm on half days, NO EXCEPTIONS. The current Placard with
student's name or a valid identification with photo is required when
picking up through the office. The student must be signed out with
a reason for leaving. 

LATE PICK UP  
Students picked up after 3:45pm (1:30pm early release), will
incur late pick up fees beginning with the second occurrence
of late pick-up, families will be assessed a late pick-up fee
according to the following fee schedule: 

• Up until 4:00pm (1:30 pm early release) = $5.00 per student 
• 4:01 – 4:30pm (1:46-2:15pm early release) = $5.00 per student
+ $1.00 per student, per minute 
• After 4:30pm (2:15pm early release) = same fee structure as
above + Department of Child Safety phone call 

PLACARD FOR CAR-LINE PICK UP

STUDENT WALKERS

Placards can be accessed on the Parent Portal at
https://greathearts.schoolaxis.com/
Log in, on main page PICK UP PLACARDS, Select Maryvale
Prep Academy, Download and Print, if you cannot locate the
placard on your Parent Portal Account, please contact the
Front Office. Please note, we will not accept phone images of
the placard for student pick up, parents must have the
current paper copy of the placard for safety and fast
process.

ATTENDANCE

S C H O O L  P O L I C I E S  

PICK UP 

T A R D I E S  
Any student here beyond 7:57 a.m. is considered tardy and must be
signed in by a parent in the front office. Please avoid any
consequences for multiple tardies by arriving on time.

Due to our school day in sessions and safety precautions arrival for
end of day pick up will not begin until 2:30 pm. If you arrive prior to
that, please note that you will be asked to exit campus and return
after 2:30 pm. Emergency and office business vehicles cannot get
onto campus if the school is blocked with waiters. 

Enter into carline after 2:30pm on Full Days and after 12:15pm
on Early Release Days. This will allow our students & faculty to
have a cleared parking lot in the event EMS needs access. 
Please keep the East Entrance merge point cleared at all times.
Wait to enter until all traffic is cleared. 
Archway only: follow blue signs and circle around the Sport
Field
Archway & Prep: follow blue/green signs and snake through
faculty parking lot 
Prep only: follow blue/green signs, snake through faculty
parking lot & merge out of lane by Prep building 
Maintain safe parking lot speed of 5 mph
Merge point will utilize a zipper merge (1 car per lane) 

If you would like to add your child to the walker list, you will need
to do so at least 12 hours in advance of when you want them to
begin walking. If you do not receive confirmation, they have not
been added and will have to wait until then to be dismissed as
walkers. Please note, once on the walker list they must walk daily
until they are removed. If you want your child to be on the walker
list, please email enrollment@maryvaleprep.org. The same
applies if you want them removed. Parents meeting their student
walkers must park off campus. 

The walker list includes full days and early release days; at this
time, we cannot accommodate only specific days. Students will
be dismissed from Gate 3 at 3:15pm, students from 1st to 6th
grade will be asked to exit by 3:30pm. Kindergarten students must
be picked up by their parent/guardian or older sibling. The gate
will close at 3:30pm and kinder students still waiting to be picked
up will need to be picked up at the front office. 
Due to our limited space in our property, the North parking lot
(along Camelback Road) is reserved for families who need to visit
the front office, please do not park in this lot if you are picking up
a student walker. We do not have enough spots to accommodate
everyone and having cars exit in this area slows down the flow of
traffic during student pick-up. 

https://maryvaleprep.greatheartsamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2022/08/TRUANCY-INTRO-LETTER-ENG.pdf
https://greathearts.schoolaxis.com/


Do not park in the red fire lane are next to the stop sign. Cars will be towed at your own expense. 

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Construction
Zone 

Starting 9/11

S T U D E N T  W A L K E R S
Students must exit the campus immediately at
dismissal time; the gate opens at 3:15pm and at
3:30pm students still waiting to meet their
parent/guardian at the gate, will be asked to return to
their class. Parents will need to pick them up at the
office and review the Late Pick-Up Policy and pay a
fee.  Please meet your students at the gate on time.  
Students are not permitted to wait for athletes during
practices and/or games. 

We have school zone signs posted and are in the works for additional modifications from the City of Glendale to make
school zone safety more prominent.

S C H O O L  Z O N E  

Our campus has 5 security gates. East Entrance gate includes a vehicular gate and a pedestrian
gate and the West Entrance is now secure.  
Students are allowed onto campus at 7am and all of these gates will be opened at this time. 
Student walkers should adjust their time on campus to reflect the timing of the campus gate
openings. 

RED FIRE LANE

C A R L I N E  E T I Q U E T T E  
Stay in your lane
DO NOT try to go around other vehicles
DO NOT speed
Watch your surroundings at all times
Always have your Placard ready to be scanned
Roll down your window when approaching a staff member
that can scan your placard, they will not scan if window is
up as this causes delays with window barrier

Our top priority is to keep our students and staff safe, please help us do so. 

C A M P U S  S A F E T Y

 If you have ONLY Archway (K-6th Grade) Students, use ARCHWAY ONLY Lane



The annual Title I Grant Program Meeting will be held virtually on Tuesday, September 19th
Two sessions will be available on this date:

Session 1 at 9:30 AM: https://greathearts.zoom.us/j/96438604344 
Session 2 at 1:00 PM: https://greathearts.zoom.us/j/98531593449

These sessions will answer the questions:
What is Title I Grant Program?

What resources are available for students who qualify for this assistance?
The meeting will conclude with an open Q & A. 

Following the meeting, a brief survey will be distributed to collect feedback from attendees.

For questions about this event or Title I, email Missy Penniman at melissa.penniman@greathearts.org

A N N U A L  T I T L E  I  G R A N T  P R O G R A M  M E E T I N G

K - 2  D E F I C I E N C Y  N O T I C E S

3 R D - 6 T H  M I D  Q U A R T E R  R E P O R T S

We are at the middle of the quarter and want to ensure
you are up to date if your child is not passing their
classes. 

By Monday, September, 11th you will hear from your
child's lead teacher or specialists if your child is deficient
in any grade categories and at-risk thus far this quarter. 

Communication will come either by phone or email and
you should expect to hear from the teacher about ways
in which you can support your student at home. As
always, if you do not hear from your child’s teacher and
wish to know more, please always feel free to reach out
to them at any time. 

We look forward to sharing specific individual data as
well at our first APTT night on 9/20.  

This year we will move 3rd through 6th grade students to a Mid Quarter Report (MQR). All parents will receive a
report of their child's grade progress for all subjects. Please note that these are raw averages based on numerical
grades entered grade books and does not take into account any teacher judgment based on a child’s participation,
effort, sense of wonder, and citizenship. 

We invite you to reach out to your child’s teacher if you have questions about any of these grades after you receive
your MQR.  

5 T H  &  6 T H  G R A D E  H E A D M A S T E R  C O F F E E  A N D  C H A T

On Monday, September 25th from 8:15-9:00am, all 5th and 6th grade parents are invited to
have coffee and chat with Dr. Cruz. Come here more about our Lyceum program, how we work to
prepare students for their prep experience, 6th grade promotion, and more.  

We still have a number of open seats in 5th Grade. 
Share with family and friends possibly looking for a
new school. It is much harder to get in 6th Grade and
beyond as those in wait lists are typically very long.

5 T H  G R A D E  O P E N I N G S

Volunteers must have a Raptor clearance before
volunteering on campus. Raptor clearance must be
renewed annually, so if you were cleared last year, you
must complete the clearance process 
again for the 2023-24 school year. 
The cost is $5 and it only takes a few 
minutes. 

Click here to Register

S C H O O L  V O L U N T E E R S

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F7Xg3uY10ky1JW2qJxne9LA%7E%7E%2FAAAAAQA%7E%2FRgRm0OFaP0QpaHR0cHM6Ly9ncmVhdGhlYXJ0cy56b29tLnVzL2ovOTY0Mzg2MDQzNDRXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmTu2q3vZDmrPKNSGGxjYXN0cm9AbWFyeXZhbGVwcmVwLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ%7E%7E&data=05%7C01%7Clcastro%40maryvaleprep.org%7Cb8ab977b42ef4a0966cd08dba99c1a96%7C1a24b969e6cc431b8640141e64521d12%7C1%7C0%7C638290262099565122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K9l3Yh2ojvQ8y%2B1%2BCVYIlKW%2BGvG9zuhpV0YvYcLoSww%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F7Xg3uY10ky1JW2qJxne9LA%7E%7E%2FAAAAAQA%7E%2FRgRm0OFaP0QpaHR0cHM6Ly9ncmVhdGhlYXJ0cy56b29tLnVzL2ovOTY0Mzg2MDQzNDRXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmTu2q3vZDmrPKNSGGxjYXN0cm9AbWFyeXZhbGVwcmVwLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ%7E%7E&data=05%7C01%7Clcastro%40maryvaleprep.org%7Cb8ab977b42ef4a0966cd08dba99c1a96%7C1a24b969e6cc431b8640141e64521d12%7C1%7C0%7C638290262099565122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K9l3Yh2ojvQ8y%2B1%2BCVYIlKW%2BGvG9zuhpV0YvYcLoSww%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F3iEWXnic7aNN1v8Oe2PdHg%7E%7E%2FAAAAAQA%7E%2FRgRm0OFaP0QpaHR0cHM6Ly9ncmVhdGhlYXJ0cy56b29tLnVzL2ovOTg1MzE1OTM0NDlXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmTu2q3vZDmrPKNSGGxjYXN0cm9AbWFyeXZhbGVwcmVwLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ%7E%7E&data=05%7C01%7Clcastro%40maryvaleprep.org%7Cb8ab977b42ef4a0966cd08dba99c1a96%7C1a24b969e6cc431b8640141e64521d12%7C1%7C0%7C638290262099565122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wP%2FtpVikMmsLuOl9uIPcx%2FIk3xisvJYwexxyp76oSTo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.greatheartsamerica.org/volunteer/


Per state-required law HB2325 we will share the blurb below with students in class. Talk to your children in whatever
way you feel is appropriate. Some children are very sensitive and young, so we are asking that children share their
thoughts and concerns with their parents and not with each other. Please help us guide that. Here are some links you
can use to talk to your children about events like this.  

Here are some links with resources on how to talk to their children about events like this: 

National Association of School Psychologists 

Brown University 

Today, we remember an important day in the history of America. Many years ago, four stolen airplanes crashed on the
same day in our country. Many people lost their lives. But the American people were strong. Many firefighters and police
officers rushed to help. They were real heroes. Other families took in stranded travelers and cared for them. Today, there
are many security measures in place to make sure that nothing like this ever happens again, and to keep Americans
safe. 
One way that we remember what happened on Sept. 11 is by thinking about how the American people came together to
help each other, and by being kind to others and helping other people. We want to encourage you to talk to your parents
about this, tonight, and to think about ways you can help others. If you want to know more about what happened on
September 11, 2001, please talk to your parents. They will have the best answers. 

This year, Maryvale Prep will be working with the
Southwest Autism Research & Resource Center
(SARRC) on a project regarding a universal screening
for social challenges for public schools. The idea is that
screening children for social challenges early and
identifying and addressing those challenges will have a
significant positive effect on their school experience.
We plan take a role in the research that SARRC is doing
in this area this year. Some frequently asked questions
about this project are addressed here. If you have any
other questions about this project, please reach out to
Jessica DeVries, Dean of Academics, at
jdevries@maryvaleprep.org or Thomas Doebler,
National Director of Exceptional Student Services, at
thomas.doebler@greathearts.org.

SARRC PARTNERSHIP

REMEMBERING 9 /11

We are excited for Monday, September 11th as the
start of our Phase 2 for our Prep Building (7th-12th
Grade). This building addition will include a bottom
floor MPR (cafeteria) and a top floor space for
classrooms, offices and a special Senior space just for
our 12th graders. With any construction project comes
the need for great communication, advanced safety
protocols and patience. Please know we have a full
team tasked with all of these concerns. Our goals for
student safety, good carline traffic 
flow, project separation with fencing, 
the use of Raptor for all construction 
crews and an expected completion 
date of early April are utmost 
in our minds. 

C O N S T R U C T I O N  A T  O U R  C A M P U S

A F T E R  S C H O O L  C L U B S
The Fall Club Season will run until October 27th on
full days. Dismissal is at 4:30-4:35pm except if they
are enrolled in Athenaeum. Parents need to park and
walk to Gate #2 to check out their children (with their
placard) where you will be met by Club Leaders. 

M I N I  M A T A D O R S

Mini Matadors for Kinder - 4th Grade Fall Season will run
until Wednesday, October 4th. 

Participants meet every Wednesday and are dismissed at
the south parking lot at 1:45pm. Parents please make
sure you bring placard for pick up. 

If you experience issues with uniform shirt logos from Dennis Uniforms, please complete click this link to
complete a form for a shirt replacement.

D E N N I S  U N I F O R M S

Prep Building
Construction 
Starting 9/11

https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/mental-health-resources/war-and-terrorism/helping-children-cope-with-terrorism
https://news.brown.edu/articles/2011/08/911kids
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/7fc6d8f155a3453ea3a994956c72df52
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/7fc6d8f155a3453ea3a994956c72df52


If you didnt pre-ordered fall pictures, you can order by scanning the QR Code or at mylifetouch.com 
enter your student’s ID or Picture Day ID: EVTCDDB6T
If your child missed picture day, re-takes will happen on October 20th.

Thank you parent volunteers for your help during picture day!

F A L L  P I C T U R E S  

BREAKFAST LUNCH K-1

For all Athletics News and Events,
please check out their brand new
Newsletter and Website.

C O N T A C T  I N F O R M A T I O N  A N D  S C H O O L  H O U R S

Main Office Phone Number:  (623) 247-6095
Attendance Line: (623) 247-6095 Option 0 (leave a detail voicemail to report absences)

Attendance Email: attendance@maryvaleprep.org

School Hours:
Full Days: Mon/Tue/Thu/Fri

8:00 AM - 3:15 PM (campus opens at 7AM

Half Days: Wed
8:00 AM - 12:45 PM 

Office Hours:
Full Days: Mon/Tue/Thu/Fri

7:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Half Days: Wed
7:00 AM - 1:30 PMw w w . m a r y v a l e p r e p . o r g

LUNCH 2-6

S E P T E M B E R  M E A L  M E N U S

S P O R T S

PSO FUNDRAISER
NEXT WEEK: FULL DAY WEDNESDAY 
& EARLY RELEASE FRIDAY
Next Wednesday, September 13th is a regular full
day with dismissal time of 3:15pm. Early release day
is scheduled on Friday, September 15th. Archway
students will be released at 12:45pm. 

If your student(s) participate in sports or Mini
Matadors, check with their coach for any updates
with practice due to these changes. 

The 23-24 School Calendar provides information
on early release days and events happening all year.

https://www.instagram.com/maryvaleprep/
https://www.facebook.com/maryvaleprep/
https://twitter.com/GreatHeartsAcad
https://www.youtube.com/c/GreatHeartsAcademies/videos
https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/#/
https://maryvaleprep.greatheartsamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2023/08/2023-September-Breakfast.pdf
https://maryvaleprep.greatheartsamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2023/08/2023-September-Breakfast.pdf
https://maryvaleprep.greatheartsamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2023/08/September-2023-K-1-Lunch-Menu.pdf
https://maryvaleprep.greatheartsamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2023/08/FALL-ATHLETIC-NEWSLETTER.pdf
https://greatheartsmaryvaleathletics.org/
https://maryvaleprep.greatheartsamerica.org/
https://maryvaleprep.greatheartsamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2023/08/September-2023-2-8-Lunch-Menu.pdf
https://maryvaleprep.greatheartsamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2023/06/23-24-Family-Calendar-Revised-6.12.23.pdf


Dear Kinder, First, Second, and Third Grade Families, 

For those who I have not yet connected with, my name is Mrs. Kennedy and I am the Archway Assistant
Headmaster at Maryvale Prep. The 2023-2024 school year is off to a great start! Our teachers and staff have been
working diligently with your students to ensure that everyone is on track to meet their established academic
goals. We believe in all our students and their capacity to learn and achieve academic success. Educational
research clearly documents that when families support student learning at home, there is a definitive increase in
grades, attendance, comportment, homework completion, social skills, state test results, and college attendance.
We are excited to continue our Academic Parent-Teacher Teams (APTT) as an additional approach to
supporting all students in reaching their full academic potential. To our new K-3 families joining us this year,
the goal of the APTT model is to promote family teacher collaboration to drive student learning and achievement. 

I want to personally invite you to join us by attending our first APTT class meeting of the school year taking place
on Wednesday, September 20th. We are continuing our APTT model this year in grades K-3 and have staggered the
meetings in the hope that families with multiple students in these grades can attend both. See meeting
information here:

K-3 APTT Meetings:
Where: Your Child's Classroom
When: Wednesday, September 20th
Times:
 Grades K/1: 3:00-4:00pm
 Grades 2/3: 4:15-5:15pm 

What to Expect:

Teachers are currently working diligently in preparation for this important meeting with you. They are reviewing
and compiling student data, strategically selecting key grade level skills, and we have purchased many resources
that you will take and use at home with your student. At the meeting, they will share this data and demonstrate
these at-home activities for you to do with your child. These meetings will also offer opportunities for you to build
community with your child's teacher and other families. All APTT team meetings will be 1 hour in length, and as
with our individual parent-teacher conferences, your attendance at this APTT meeting is mandatory. This meeting
is for parents only, and childcare will be available on campus. More information regarding campus logistics will
follow.
We look forward to seeing you at our first APTT meeting in two weeks! If you have any questions, please call our
office at (623) 247-6095 or e-mail me at: ssidoti@maryvaleprep.org

Sincerely,

Samantha Kennedy, M.Ed. | Archway Assistant Headmaster
 Maryvale Preparatory Academy | 4825 W. Camelback Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85031
 P: (623) 247-6095 | E: ssidoti@maryvaleprep.org | W: www.maryvaleprep.org

APTT INVITATION

mailto:ssidoti@maryvaleprep.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fmyigq3dNp8JZiExC4Zyd5w~~%2FAAAAAQA~%_D5ZN63FiJSGGxjYXN0cm9AbWFyeXZhbGVwcmVwLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~&data=05%7C01%7Clcastro%40maryvaleprep.org%7C750a87041adc46296c6008dbafb98823%7C1a24b969e6cc431b8640141e64521d12%7C1%7C0%7C638296983675049748%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IZt3nzA8xM8fHnweCX44PW%2BZt8tddkEudvHtquvDn0s%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ssidoti@maryvaleprep.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fpfp8WikyB-gwZcUsDRw5zQ~~%2FAAAAAQA~%&data=05%7C01%7Clcastro%40maryvaleprep.org%7C750a87041adc46296c6008dbafb98823%7C1a24b969e6cc431b8640141e64521d12%7C1%7C0%7C638296983675049748%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UKEHheRjF5NuO35zDlxxSg2%2BO827PFz%2ByYcvOU6GfEw%3D&reserved=0


COMMUNITY  RESOURCES


